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Amend vients to the Claims: 



' rhis listing of claims will replace 
application. 

1. (Previously presented) A method comprising 

i coupling a plurality of bridge modules to form a logical network layer between one or 
more network elements providing billah e services and one or more charging elements; 

receiving charging events at the bridge modules, wherein the charging events record 
details of the billable services; and 

jnanaging charging transactions 1 1 the anetwork between the network elements and their 
respective charging elements via the brie ge modules through the application of rules to the 
transaction initiated by corresp Hiding charging events, wherein each of the bridge 
is configured with a subset of the rules assigned to the services managed by that bridge 
and one of the bridge modules is designated as a primary bridge module to receive the 
distribute the subsets of rules t> the remaining bridge modules. 



chargin 
modulep 
module 
rules 



and 



2. (Original) The method as in Claim 1, 
chargin g events by the network elements 
events comprise service use parameters 

3. (Canceled) 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL RAX CBOT5R 

OCT 2 8 2008 

all prioT versions, and listings, of claims in the 



further comprising generating and transmitting the 
providing the billable services, wherein the charging 
used by the charging elements. 



4. (Previously presented) The method a 5 in Claim i, further comprising: 

implementing an application pro jamming interface (API) at each of the network 
elements providing billable services to interface each of the respective network elements to the 
one or more bridge modules; and 

generating and transmitting the charging events by the network elements providing the 
billable) services, wherein transmitting the charging events comprises transmitting XML- 
form attsd charging events pursuant to tt e API. 
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5. (Original) The method as in Claim 1, 
intercepting the charging events dispatchjed 



6. (Origfnal) The method as in Claim 1 
applying the rules to transform the chargfng 
elements. 



7. (Original) The method as in Claim 6, 
events comprises converting the charging 



8. (Ori; 

events 
chargin! 



ginal) 



The method as in Claim 6, 
cjomprises filtering the charging 
events to the charging elements 



wherein receiving charging events comprises 

by the network elements to the charging elements. 



wherein managing charging transactions comprises 
events to a format recognizable by targeted charging 



wherein applying the rules to transform the charging 
events from a first format to a second format. 



wherein applying the rules to transform the charging 
events to prevent transmission of particular ones of the 



9. (Original) The method as in Claim 6, 
events comprises recalculating fields 
in the charging elements. 



10. (Original) The method as in Claim 
events comprises routing the charging 



1 1 . (Original) The method as in Claim 
chargink events via interface objects coi^esponding 



12. (Original) The method as in Claim 
events tjo the interface objects corresponfi: 
the transformed charging events. 



wherein applying the rules to transform the charging 
of the charging events to present the fields in units utilized 



, wherein applying the rules to transform the charging 
to multiple destinations. 



events 



, further comprising transmitting the transformed 
to respective charging elements. 



1, further comprising directing the transformed charging 
ing to targeted charging elements based on the rules and 
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13. (Original) The method as in Claim 12 
further comprises applying the rules to the 
the interface objects corresponding to the 



14. (Original) 
selectin 
selecting 

determi led by object configuration rules 



15. (Original) The method as in Claim 
perfonring a plurality of transaction 
dictated by the rules. 



sequence 



16. (Or: 



18 

chargirig 
applyi 



, wherein directing the transformed charging events 
transformed charging events to identify addresses of 
targeted charging elements. 



The method as in Claim 1 > wherein managing charging transactions comprises 
an interface object for commuricating with a corresponding charging element, wherein 
an interface object comprises identifying one of a plurality of the interface objects as 



, wherein managing charging transactions comprises 
opefrations with a plurality of the charging elements in a 



: ginal) The method as in Claim 
operations with a plurality of the cl 
messages from at least one of the cl 
operations. 



17. (Original) The method as in Claim 
coordirating one or more communicaticjns 
transacion. 



5, wherein performing a plurality of transaction 
hargirig elements comprises applying the rules to responsive 
hargi ig elements to perform one or more of the transaction 



, wherein managing charging transactions comprises 
with the charging elements to carry out the charging 



(Original) The method as in Claim 17, wherein coordinating the communications with the 
elements comprises transmitting a first call to a first charging element in response to 
the rules to the charging transaction initiated by the corresponding charging event. 



irgi 



19. (Original) The method as in Claim 

ci 

element, 
rules to 



and transmitting a second call 
the response to the first call. 



1 8, wherein coordinating the communications with the 
hargirig elements further comprises receiving a response to the first call from the first charging 



to a second charging element in response to applying the 
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20-23 (Cancelled) 

24. (Previously presented) The method As in Claim 1, further comprising entering the rules at a 
console coupled to the primary bridge module. 

25-61. (jCanceled) 



64. (Ni 



more 



sen ices 



62. (Nejw) An apparatus, comprising: 
a processor configured with executable 
:ouple one or more bridge modu 
network elements providing billable 
receive charging events at the 
record details of the billable services; 

manage charging transactions at 
respective charging elements via the one 
to the c larging transaction initiated by 
charging transactions comprises applyin 
recognizable by targeted charging elements 



t one 



; and 



63. (NeKv) The apparatus as in Claim 6' 
apparatus to generate and transmit the c 
billable services, wherein the charging 
charging elements. 



ew) 



) The apparatus as in Claim 6: 
apparatus to: 

implement an application prograjmming 
ovidi^ig billable services to interface 
modules; and 



b *idge 1 



instructions that cause the apparatus to: 
es to form a logical network layer between one or more 

and one or more charging elements; 
or more bridge modules, wherein the charging events 



he network between the network elements and their 
or more bridge modules through the application of rules 
corresponding charging events, wherein managing the 
I the rules to transform the charging events to a format 



> wherein the executable instructions further cause the 
iarging events by the network elements providing the 
events comprise service use parameters used by the 



, wherein the executable instructions further cause the 



interface (API) at each of the network elements 
elach of the respective network elements to the one or 



NOKJ.002PA 
Response to 24.03.2008 OA 

6/8 * RCVD AT 10/28/2008 10:22:01 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-4/9 * DNI8:2738300 * C SID: 9528542722 * DURATION (mm-ss): 05-54 



Best Available Copy 

10/28/2088 08:26 9528542722 



HOLL I NGSWORTH & FUNK 



PAGE 07/13 



generate and transmit the charging 
services^ wherein transmitting the 
charging events pursuant to the API. 



elements, 



events by the network elements providing the billable 
charging events comprises transmitting XML-formatted 



65. (NeV) The apparatus as in Claim 62 
intercepting the charging events 



wherein receiving charging events comprises 
dispatchjed by the network elements to the charging elements. 



66. (NeW) The apparatus as in Claim 62 
applying the rules to transform the charging 



67. (NeW) The apparatus as in Claim 66, 
events c omprises converting the charging 



68. (NeW) The apparatus as in Claim 66J, 
events comprises filtering the charging 
charging events to the charging element; 



69. (N< 
events 
in the 



ew 



) The apparatus as in Claim 66 . 
iomprises recalculating fields of 
charging elements. 



70. (N< 
events 



ew 



) The apparatus as in Claim 6( 
Comprises routing the charging 



71. (Ne(w) The apparatus as in Claim 
apparatus to transmit the transformed 
respective charging elements. 



wherein managing charging transactions comprises 
events to a format recognizable by targeted charging 



wherein applying the rules to transform the charging 
events from a first format to a second format. 



, wherein applying the rules to transform the charging 
events to prevent transmission of particular ones of the 



wherein applying the rules to transform the charging 
he charging events to present the fields in units utilized 



i, wherein applying the rules to transform the charging 
to multiple destinations. 



events 



66 



, wherein the executable instructions further cause the 
charging events via interface objects corresponding to 



NOKJ.002PA 
Response to 24.03.2008 OA 



PACE 7/8 * RCVD AT 10/28/2008 10:22:01 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] » SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-4/9 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:9528542722 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-54 



ig/28/2808 88:26 



Best Available Copy 

9528542722 



HOLL I NGSWORTH & FUNK 



PAGE 08/13 



72. (Ne^) The apparatus as in Claim 71 
apparahis to direct the transformed 
targeted charging elements based on the 



73. (New) The apparatus as in Claim 72 
further comprises applying the rules to tlje 
the interface objects corresponding to thi 



74. (Ne 1 



selecting 



; v) The apparatus as in Claim 
ig an interface object for 
selecting an interface object comprises 
determiaed by object configuration rules 



transaction 



wherein the executable instructions further cause the 
charging events to the interface objects corresponding to 
rules and the transformed charging events. 



62, 



wherein managing charging transactions comprises 
communicating with a corresponding charging element, wherein 
identifying one of a plurality of the interface objects as 



75. (NeW) The apparatus as in Claim 62 
performing a plurality of transaction 
sequence dictated by the rules. 



, wherein managing charging transactions comprises 
opelrations with a plurality of the charging elements in a 



76. (NeW) The apparatus as in Claim 75 
operations with a plurality of the charging 
messages from at least one of the charging 
operatic ns. 



77. (NeW) The apparatus as in Claim 62 
coordinating one or more communications 



78. (NeW) The apparatus as in Claim 11 
charging elements comprises transmitting 
applying the rules to the charging 



wherein directing the transformed charging events 
transformed charging events to identify addresses of 
targeted charging elements. 



> wherein performing a plurality of transaction 
elements comprises applying the rules to responsive 
elements to perform one or more of the transaction 



, wherein managing charging transactions comprises 
with the charging elements to carry out the charging 



, wherein coordinating the communications with the 
a first call to a first charging element in response to 
transaction initiated by the corresponding charging event. 
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